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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Aaron Capron on April 23, 2009. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A method for visualizing numerical benchmarks to 
interpret performance of a business, comprising: 

sending , utilizing an electronic interface, a first electronic request to a data 
provider directly from a user, the request specifying a business; 

sending , utilizing the electronic interface, a second electronic request to the 
data provider directly from a user, the request specifying an industry; 

receiving , utilizing the electronic interface, information electronically from the 
data provider relating to the general performance of the specified business in 
relation to the specified industry wherein the information includes a business ratio 
value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry median value and an industry 
upper quartile value; 
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loading , utilizing a processor, the received information into a spreadsheet 
application; and 

creating , utilizing the processor, a display based on the information loaded into 
the spreadsheet application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally 
symmetric about a first axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the 
graphical shape being associated with the upper quartile value, the right side of the 
graphical shape being associated with the lower quartile value, and the first axis 
being associated with the median value, and further including in the display the 
lower quartile value, the median value, the upper quartile value of the industry, and 
at least one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified 
business in relation to the specified industry, wherein the business ratio value is 
indicated in relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry median value, and 
industry upper quartile value. 

2. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining , utilizing the processor whether the business ratio value is between 
the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value and the upper 
quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower 
quartile value and the upper quartile value, based on the determination that the 
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business ratio value is between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile 
value. 



3. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining , utilizing the processor, whether the business ratio value is outside 
a range between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and the 
upper quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range 
between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value based on the 
determination that the business ratio value is at least one of less than the lower 
quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the business ratio value 
represents at least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net 
worth ratio, a current liabilities to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, 
a fixed assets to net worth ratio, a collection period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, 
an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net working capital ratio, an accounts payable to 
sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on assets ratio, and a return on equity 
ratio. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the reference demarcation of 
the business ratio value includes using a first color to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a 
second color to indicate performance of the business between the median value 
and the upper quartile value. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a 
second shading to indicate performance of the business between the median value 
and the upper quartile value. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a plus 
sign to indicate performance of the business between the median value and the 
upper quartile value. 



8-20. (Cancelled) 
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21 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for visualizing numerical benchmarks, 
comprising: 

a memory having program instructions; 

a display screen; and 

a processor responsive to the program instructions to 

send a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying a business; 

send a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, the 
request specifying an industry; 

receive information electronically from the data provider relating to the general 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein 
the information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an 
industry median value and an industry upper quartile value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

create a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet 
application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a 
first axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being 
assoc i ato associated with the upper quartile value, the right side of the graphical 
shape being associated with the lower quartile value, and the first axis being 
associated with the median value, and further including in the display the lower 
quartile value, the median value, the upper quartile value of the industry, and at 
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least one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified business 
in relation to the specified industry, wherein the business ratio value is indicated in 
relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry median value, and industry 
upper quartile value. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

determine whether the comparative value is between the lower value and the 
upper value; and 

include in the display the lower value, the median value and the upper value, 
wherein the comparative value is positioned between the lower value and the upper 
value, based on the determination that the comparative value is between the lower 
value and the upper value. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

determine whether the comparative value is outside a range between the lower 
value and the upper value; and 

include in the display the lower value, the median value and the upper value, 
wherein the comparative value is located outside the range between the lower 
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value and the upper value based on the determination that the comparative value is 
at least one of less than the lower value and greater than the upper value. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to use a first color to indicate performance between the lower value and 
the median value and use a second color to indicate performance of the business 
between the median value and the upper value. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to use a first shading to indicate performance of the comparative value 
between the lower value and the median value and use a second shading to 
indicate performance of the comparative value between the median value and the 
upper value. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further 
configured to use a minus sign to indicate performance of the comparative value 
between the lower value and the median value and use a plus sign to indicate 
performance of the comparative value between the median value and the upper 
value. 
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27. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium containing 
instructions for visualizing numerical benchmarks to interpret performance of a 
business, which, when executed by a processor, causes the processor to perform: 
compr i s i ng: 

sending a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the 
request specifying a business; 

sending a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, 
the request specifying an industry; 

receiving information electronically from the data provider relating to the general 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein 
the information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an 
industry median value and an industry upper quartile value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

creating a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet 
application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a 
first axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being 
assoc i at e associated with the upper quartile value, the right side of the graphical 
shape being associated with the lower quartile value, and the first axis being 
associated with the median value, and further including in the display the lower 
quartile value, the median value, the upper quartile value of the industry, and at 
least one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified business 
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in relation to the specified industry, wherein the business ratio value is indicated in 
relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry median value, and industry 
upper quartile value. 

28. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further comprising: 

determining whether the business ratio value is between the lower quartile value 
and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value and the upper 
quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower 
quartile value and the upper quartile value, based on the determination that the 
business ratio value is between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile 
value. 

29. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further comprising: 

determining whether the business ratio value is outside a range between the 
lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and the 
upper quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range 
between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value based on the 
determination that the business ratio value is at least one of less than the lower 
quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 
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30. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
business ratio value represents at least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a 
current liabilities to net worth ratio, a current liabilities to inventory ratio, a total 
liabilities to net worth ratio, a fixed assets to net worth ratio, a collection period 
ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net working 
capital ratio, an accounts payable to sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on 
assets ratio, and a return on equity ratio. 

31 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the 
reference demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a first color to 
indicate performance of the business between the lower quartile value and the 
median value and using a second color to indicate performance of the business 
between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

32. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein reference 
demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate 
performance of the business between the lower quartile value and the median 
value and using a second shading to indicate performance of the business between 
the median value and the upper quartile value. 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,544 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3691 

33. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein reference 
demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate 
performance of the business between the lower quartile value and the median 
value and using a plus sign to indicate performance of the business between the 
median value and the upper quartile value. 

34-39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently amended) A system for visualizing numerical benchmarks to 
interpret performance of a business, comprising: 

hardware means for sending a first electronic request to a data provider directly 
from a user, the request specifying a business; 

hardware means for sending a second electronic request to the data provider 
directly from a user, the request specifying an industry; 

hardware means for receiving information electronically from the data provider 
relating to the general performance of the specified business in relation to the 
specified industry wherein the information includes a business ratio value, an 
industry lower quartile value, an industry median value and an industry upper 
quartile value; 

hardware means for loading the received information into a spreadsheet 
application; and 
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hardware means for creating a display based on the information loaded into the 
spreadsheet application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally 
symmetric about a first axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the 
graphical shape being ossoc i ato associated with the upper quartile value, the right 
side of the graphical shape being associated with the lower quartile value, and the 
first axis being associated with the median value, and further including in the 
display the lower quartile value, the median value, the upper quartile value of the 
industry, and at least one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the 
specified business in relation to the specified industry, wherein the business ratio 
value is indicated in relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry median 
value, and industry upper quartile value. 

41 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 40, further comprising: 

hardware means for determining whether the business ratio value is between 
the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

hardware means for including in the display the lower quartile value, the median 
value and the upper quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located 
between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value, based on the 
determination that the business ratio value is between the lower quartile value and 
the upper quartile value. 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,544 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3691 

42. (Currently amended) The system of claim 40, further comprising: 

hardware means for determining whether the business ratio value is outside a 
range between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

hardware means for including in the display the lower quartile value, the median 
value, and the upper quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located 
outside the range between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value 
based on the determination that the business ratio value is at least one of less than 
the lower quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the business ratio value 
represents at least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net 
worth ratio, a current liabilities to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, 
a fixed assets to net worth ratio, a collection period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, 
an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net working capital ratio, an accounts payable to 
sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on assets ratio, and a return on equity 
ratio. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the reference demarcation of 
the business ratio value includes using a first color to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a 
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second color to indicate performance of the business between the median value 
and the upper quartile value. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a 
second shading to indicate performance of the business between the median value 
and the upper quartile value. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate performance of the 
business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a plus 
sign to indicate performance of the business between the median value and the 
upper quartile value. 

47-52. (Cancelled) 



2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Examiner's 
amendment overcomes proposed rejections under 35 U.S.C. 101 . Applicant's 
arguments, filed June 25, 2008 are persuasive, and the claims are allowable over the 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,544 Page 16 

Art Unit: 3691 

prior art for the reasons argued by Applicant, in relation to the newly added claim 
limitations (see arguments filed 6/25/08, pages 16-17). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Kesack whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5882. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Respectfully Submitted, 

Daniel Kesack 
April 23, 2009 
ID. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3691 

/Hani M. Kazimi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



